
TETON COUNTY 

DISTRICT COURT MINUTES – HELD IN OPEN COURT 

Tuesday – June 25, 2019 

 

Court convened at 10:03 a.m. in the Teton County Court Room with the Honorable Judge 

Robert G. Olson presiding. Other officers of the Court present in the Teton County Court Room 

were Joe Coble, Teton County Attorney; Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney; Keith 

VanSetten, Teton County Sheriff; Kelsey McAlpine, Court Reporter; and Lisa Sinton, Clerk of 

Court.   

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. DC-16-019 

 -vs-     ) 

CHRISTOPHER JAMES CLAY, JR., ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Status Hearing 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for a status hearing with the Honorable Robert G. 

Olson presiding.  This hearing was held in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  

Appearing on behalf of the State was Ms. Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney.  The 

Defendant was present and appeared without the benefit of an attorney.   

 Ms. Stutz summarized the actions taken so far in this matter. 

 The Defendant requested he be allowed to complete another form for acceptance by the 

Office of Public Defender.  Ms. Cross Guns provided the form, which he completed and gave 

back to her. 

 The Defendant currently resides at 109 Blake, in Plains, Montana. 

 Counsel is to be appointed by OPD. 

 The Court set a status hearing for July 9, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.  It will be determined at this 

hearing if a jury trial is needed. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. DC-18-028 

 -vs-     ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

JAMES CHRISTOPHER DAHL,  ) Omnibus Hearing 

   Defendant.  )  

 

 

 This is the date and time set by the Court for an Omnibus Hearing.  The Honorable 

Robert G. Olson presided over this hearing that was held in open court in the Teton County 

Courtroom.  Ms. Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney, appeared on behalf of the 

Plaintiff.  The Defendant was not present in the courtroom.  His appointed attorney, Amanda 

Marvin, was also not present. 



 Ms. Stutz stated a completed Omnibus Form was emailed to the clerk this morning and 

no hearing is required. 

 The Court will complete the form and it will be filed and emailed to counsel.   

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. DC-19-001 

 -vs-     ) 

GERALD DANNER FREEMAN,  ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Status Hearing 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for a status hearing with the Honorable Robert G. 

Olson presiding.  This hearing was held in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  

Appearing on behalf of the State was Ms. Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney.  The 

Defendant was present and appeared with his public defender, Ms. Roberta Cross Guns.  

 A two-day jury trial is currently set for August 1, 2019. 

 The State requested this case proceed to trial. 

 Ms. Cross Guns stated she has not had very much contact with her client. 

 The State requested the Court set this matter for a status hearing and order the Defendant 

to be present.  If he does not appear, the Court can issue a warrant for his arrest.  Ms. Cross Guns 

agreed. 

 The Court set a status hearing for July 9, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.  The Defendant must attend 

this hearing. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. 18-013 

 -vs-     ) 

BRIAN DEAN WARD,   ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Sentencing 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for the sentencing of the Defendant, Brian Dean 

Ward.  This hearing was presided over by the Honorable Robert G. Olson presiding and was held 

in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  Appearing on behalf of the State was Ms. 

Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney.  The Defendant was present and appeared with 

his attorney Ms. Roberta Cross Guns, Public Defender. 

 The parties are prepared to proceed to sentencing. 

 No witnesses were called. 

 The State requested the Court grant the requests in the Plea Agreement and the author of 

the Pre-Sentence Investigation. 



 The Defendant was allowed his right of allocution and he chose not to make a statement 

to the Court. 

 The Court has reviewed the Pre-Sentence Investigation and the Plea Agreement and will 

go along with the Plea Agreement. 

 It is the judgment of this Court with respect to Count I, Theft, a felony, the Defendant 

receive a two (2) year suspended sentence to the Montana Department of Corrections.  The 

Defendant will receive credit for time served.  No fine will be imposed, but the Defendant must 

pay the required surcharges, cost of supervision and the cost for the preparation of the PSI.  The 

Defendant is to pay the cost of the victim’s insurance deductible.  Conditions 1 through 32 of the 

PSI will be incorporated into the Judgment and Sentence.  Counsel for the Defendant is allowed 

ten (10) days to file a written objection to the conditions. 

 The reasons for the sentence are as follows:  Plea Agreement, joint recommendation of 

counsel; prior criminal record and the nature of the offense. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO.:  DC-18-023 

 -vs-     ) 

BRIAN DEAN WARD,   ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Sentencing 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for the sentencing of the Defendant, Brian Dean 

Ward.  This hearing was presided over by the Honorable Robert G. Olson presiding and was held 

in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  Appearing on behalf of the State was Ms. 

Jennifer Stutz, Deputy Teton County Attorney.  The Defendant was present and appeared with 

his attorney, Ms. Roberta Cross Guns, Public Defender. 

 The parties are prepared to proceed to sentencing.  This case was heard in conjunction 

with DC-18-013. 

 No witnesses were called; no further argument was presented.   

 The Defendant did not present a statement to the Court prior to sentencing. 

 It was the judgment of the Court that the Defendant receive a three (3) year suspended 

sentence to the Montana Department of Corrections with respect to Count I, Partner Family 

Member Assault, a felony.  This sentence will run consecutive to the sentence in DC-18-013.   

The Defendant will receive credit for time serve to be determined by the County Attorney.  The 

Defendant is to pay a fine of $500 and pay all surcharges.  Conditions 1 through 32 of the Pre-

Sentence Investigation are to be incorporated into the Judgment and Sentence.  Ms. Cross Guns 

has ten days to file a written objection to the conditions of probation.   

 The reasons are the same as listed in DC-18-013. 

 The Defendant was remanded to the custody of the Department of Corrections. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 



 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. 15-013 

 -vs-     ) 

ROLLAND ALLAN FALLANG,  ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Entry of Plea and Disposition 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for the Defendant to enter his plea to the alleged 

charges. This hearing was presided over by the Honorable Robert G. Olson presiding and was 

held in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  Appearing on behalf of the State was Mr. 

Joe Coble, Teton County Attorney.  The Defendant was present and appeared with his attorney 

Ms. Clair Lettow, Public Defender. 

 Mr. Coble stated that upon speaking with Ms. Lettow, the parties have reached an 

agreement and requested to proceed to disposition.  They asked the Court to approve a two-year 

suspended sentence with credit for time served.  All the conditions previously imposed are to be 

re-imposed.  Ms. Lettow agreed.  In determining the time served, she requested a total of 73 days 

be applied.  The County Attorney’s Office will determine and verify the number of days he is to 

receive credit for. 

 The Defendant stated his full name was Rolland Allan Fallang.  He is not under the 

influence of alcohol and has not taken any medications that would affect his understanding of 

these proceedings. 

 The Defendant understands the Plea Agreement and is prepared to admit to the 

allegations.   

 The Defendant admitted to Violations I through VI as listed in the Report of Violations 

filed by Jerry House, his probation officer.  The Defendant waived the time between admitting to 

the allegations and disposition.  Disposition was held at this time. 

 No witnesses were called by either party. 

 Ms. Lettow requested the Court rely on their joint recommendation. 

 The Court revoked the Defendant’s deferred sentence. 

 Sentencing was held at this time.  It is the judgment of the Court that the Defendant be 

sentenced to two (2) years to the Montana Department of Corrections with (2) years suspended.  

The Defendant is to be receive time served, to be determined by the County Attorney’s Office.  

The standard terms of probation and parole will apply.  All previous conditions were re-imposed. 

 The Defendant was remanded to the Cascade County Detention Center to complete the 

case filed in Cascade County.  The bond is exonerated. 

 The County Attorney will prepare the Judgment and Sentence for the Court’s signature. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. 18-027 

 -vs-     ) 



LAUREN ASHLEY NAUDE,  ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Sentencing 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for the sentencing of the Defendant, Lauren Ashley 

Naude.  This hearing was presided over by the Honorable Robert G. Olson and was held in open 

court in the Teton County Courtroom.  Appearing on behalf of the State was Mr. Joe Coble, 

Teton County Attorney.  The Defendant was present and appeared with Ms. Roberta Cross Guns, 

Public Defender. 

 The parties are prepared to proceed to sentencing. 

 No witnesses were called.  No argument was presented. 

 The Court summarized the Plea Agreement in which the joint recommendation is an 

eight-year sentence to the Montana Department of Correction with five years suspended for 

Count I.  Regarding Count II, the parties have agreed to a six-month commitment to the Teton 

County Detention Facility with six months suspended.  Count II is to run concurrently to Count I. 

 The Defendant was given her right of allocution and she chose not to make a statement to 

the Court. 

 The Court will go along with the Plea Agreement. 

 Sentencing was held at this time.  With respect to Count I, Theft by Accountability, a 

felony, the Defendant is hereby sentenced to eight (8) years to the Montana Department of 

Corrections with five (5) years suspended.  With respect to Count II, Theft, a misdemeanor, the 

Defendant was sentenced to six (6) months commitment to the Teton County Detention Facility 

with six (6) months suspended.  Count II is to run concurrently to Count I.  The Defendant is to 

receive credit for time served.  The conditions of suspension are listed in the pre-sentence 

investigation and are hereby incorporated into the judgment.  The Defendant was not ordered to 

pay any fines, but was ordered to pay the Court surcharges, the fee for the preparation of the PSI, 

and supervision fees.  

 The reasons for the sentence are as follows:  nature of the crime, joint recommendation of 

counsel, the pre-sentence investigation, her prior criminal record and the sentence is just. 

 The Defendant was remanded to the Department of Corrections to begin her sentence. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA,   ) 

   Plaintiff,  ) CAUSE NO. 18-020 

 -vs-     ) 

JOHN FRANK PASAK, JR.  ) MINUTE ENTRY: 

   Defendant.  ) Change of Plea 

 

 

 This is the date and time the Court set for the entry of the Defendant’s plea to the 

charges.  This hearing was presided over by the Honorable Robert G. Olson presiding and was 

held in open court in the Teton County Courtroom.  Appearing on behalf of the State was Ms. 



Jennifer Stutz, Deputy, Teton County Attorney.  The Defendant was present and appeared with 

Ms. Roberta Cross Guns, Public Defender. 

 The Defendant stated his name was John Frank Pasak, Jr.  He is not under the influence 

of alcohol and has not taken any medications or drugs that would affect his understanding of 

these proceedings. 

 The Court explained the procedures of this hearing and the Defendant was advised of the 

rights he will be giving up.  

 The Defendant has discussed his change of plea with his attorney, Ms. Cross Guns has 

answered his questions and he is satisfied with her representation.  No one has promised him 

anything by changing his plea. 

 With to respect to Count I, Theft, a felony, the Defendant pled guilty. 

 With respect to Count II, Tampering With or Fabricating Physical Evidence, a felony, the 

Defendant entered a guilty plea. 

 The Court noted his pleas. 

 The Defendant was duly sworn and testified to the direction examination of Roberta 

Cross Guns for a factual basis.  His testimony was sufficient for the State and the Court.   

 The Defendant currently stands convicted of Theft, a felony, and Tampering With or 

Fabricating Physical Evidence, a felony. 

 The Defendant ordered a pre-sentence investigation to be completed.   

 Sentencing was set for July 9, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. 

 Bond will continue at $50,000. 

 The Defendant was remanded to the custody of the Teton County Sheriff’s Office. 

 DATED this 25th day of June 2019. 

 

 

The remaining portions of the calendar were with respect to confidential cases. 

 

Court adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Lisa J. Sinton, Clerk of Court 

 


